
Monseñor Romero Popular
Resource Centre in El Salvador

El Salvador is a country
struggling to combat the ills
associated with extreme
poverty.  In a society coming
to terms with recent memo-
ries of war and violence, the
cycle of poverty serves only
to worsen the emotional
state and general well being
of El Salvador’s citizens.
Many young people grow
up without hope and with
no chance of securing mean-
ingful employment or access
to proper education. For
young people, this often
leads to a life of gang
involvement and illegal
activities.  Violent crime and
gang activities are increasing
rapidly in El Salvador.
During the war of the 1980s
thousands left the country
to seek refuge in North America, many of
them illegally.  Since that time, many people
have been repatriated, mostly from the United
States.  While in the U.S. they formed street
gangs, particularly in the city of Los Angeles
where Salvadoran street gangs were notorious
for their intense violence and constant fight-
ing to defend their territory. Since repatria-
tion, many of these gangs have returned to El
Salvador - with their US gang ties fully intact –
and continue their pointless, deadly feuds on
the streets of El Salvador. 

The weapons used in gang violence are left
over from the war or imported illegally from
the United States, facilitated by gang members
and their connections to similar criminal
organizations in the U.S. The types of disputes
that erupt between rival gangs are often start-
ed by seemingly insignificant incidents. Gangs
are inspired by a mythical sense of power that
seems to serve no constructive end.  It is wide-
ly thought that participation in gangs is the

result of idle behavior. For
individuals whose family life
may be abusive, whose
future appears bleak, and
who are presented with few
options, gang involvement
appears as an alternative to
what many people see as a
meaningless existence of life
in poverty.  The culture of
violence perpetuated by
Hollywood adds to this fasci-
nation with violence and
gangs as Salvadoran youth
increasingly aspire to
American cultural values.
Gangs offer a sense of
belonging, purpose and
membership and fill a void
in the lives of young people.
To be a member of a gang
can be seen as fashionable,
but sacrificing one’s life is

often the cost of total and complete alle-
giance.  

The problem of violence and crime among
young people in the poor barrios of Latin
America can be addressed by identifying ways
in which they can become involved in other
kinds of activities that are not gang or crime
related but give the same sense of fulfillment
and belonging. Recreational activities such as
sports can be helpful.  Activities must be cho-
sen which combine fulfillment with a sense of
belonging, and most importantly a sense of
achievement.  Achievement is what gives
young people the self-esteem they need in
order to feel the inspiration necessary for suc-
cess.  In contemporary Salvadoran society,
there is little sense of achievement amongst
young people.  Furthermore, given the dilapi-
dated state of the education system, youth are
not particularly inspired to participate in the
education system.  This leads to illiteracy and
severely affects the potential that youth may
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of gangs in the area. Community members
have also identified family violence, AIDS and
poor health, unemployment and apathy as
problems in the region.

Constructed and operated by the Christian
Based Communities of El Salvador (CEBES),
the Monseñor Romero Centre will attend to
the needs of 100 children, 200 youth, 150
adults and many community members. Its
activities will include:
• Literacy training
• Vocational and computer skills training
• Early childhood development program
• Cultural programs (music and folkloric

dance classes)
• Sports and recreation programs 
• Cooking and life skills training
• Health promotion (AIDS awareness, hygiene

and nutrition programs)
The Romero Popular Resource Centre will

also provide access to trained psychologists,
and have a special treatment room for visiting
doctors and health care professionals. In addi-
tion the Centre will have a print and video
library, a small store where school supplies will
be sold at subsidized rates, and where there
will be access to photocopying. The proposed
structure will have a kitchen and two bath-
rooms, as well as classrooms. 

The main objective of the project is to
enable youth to incorporate habits and con-
duct which will enable them to take affirma-
tive action on problems which may hinder
their development. The operation of the
Centre will decrease the level of violence insti-
gated by youth living in the area. It will play
host to special conferences designed to put an
end to violence between rival gang members.
The Centre will help to foster tolerance
amongst people living in the area, with regard
to the respect of cultural values, and respect
amongst people.  Youth will adopt positive
values, which contribute to the building of a
healthy community.

have to obtain a more promising future.  Once
youth give themselves over completely to the
gang lifestyle, and quit school for good, they
are contributing to the cycle of poverty and
violence to which they have become victim.
Healthy recreational activities can be used as a
way to encourage participation in the educa-
tion system, as well as to raise awareness of the
rights young people have to an education, and
the benefits to their future that an education
can provide for them.  

Culture and the arts have proven to be
useful tools in the struggle against poverty
and crime. Many young people find self-
esteem and a sense of accomplishment
through participation in activities like dance,
music and theatre, inspiring them to be pro-
ductive members of society. Art and culture
are also a way through which people who
might consider themselves to be outsiders may
find their place.

A centre of study accessible to youth in
the Tierra Blanca community of Usulutan will
enable young people to become involved in
healthy activities which will improve their
lifestyle, give them hope, and reduce the risk
that they may become involved in criminal
activity.  The need for the existence of such a
centre was identified by the community to
respond to the growing number of violent
incidents involving youth who are members

Yes! I/We want to support the Monseñor Romero Popular Resource Centre
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PLEASE SUPPORT THIS IMPORTANT PROJECT
Complete the form below and mail it with your donation to:
Change for Children Association #221, 9624 - 108 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5H 1A4
Ph: 780.448.1505 • Fx: 780.448.1507 • www.changeforchildren.org

Amount $ _______________
Tax receipt required:
(donations of $10 or more)

q Yes or q No
If yes, receipt in name of:

q Individual or q Group
as noted at left
Please make cheque payable
to Change for Children.

#


