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e CONTRIBUTE TO SOLUTIONS...

Support the Emergency Social Health Fund and Community
Medicine Program in Jiquilisco, El Salvador

Extreme poverty in El Salvador results
from years of civil war and a succes-
sion of natural disasters. Access to
health care is a major issue, especially
in rural communities. Privatization of
health care services has compounded
the problem leaving small, rural com-
munities without access to basic health
services.

To exacerbate health problems, the wa-
ter table in Usulatan is contaminated
with chemical fertilizers used on the cot-
ton and sugar plantations of the past.
Thus, unusually high numbers of peo-
ple suffer from renal problems directly
connected to contaminated water.

The Emergency Social Health Fund was
created in 1995 by community associa-
tions in the Lempa River Region to re-
spond to this need. Change for Chil-
dren Association (CFCA) and CEBES
Edmonton, a local Salvadoran ethnic
group, are partners in this project which
brings together 50 communities in the
department of Usulutan. In addition to
support from CFCA and CEBES, fami-
lies involved in the project in El Salva-
dor contribute to a monthly solidarity
fund to ensure their access to medical
services.

Without the innovative, community-led
support of this project, families cannot
access basic medical treatment for
treatable medical conditions and suffer
needlessly with chronic health prob-
lems.

This project provides:

« transportation to those in need of
treatment in urban hospitals;

« manufacturing and distribution of al-
ternative medicines made with in-
digenous plants;

« administration of a communal health
insurance program;

« training of mobile community health
workers and health care advocates

« a stipend to cover the costs for a
traveling doctor;

« volunteer visits to the chronically ill.

In addition to the above programs, the
project advocates for health rights of the
communities of Jiquilisco. Natural rem-
edies are promoted and research is con-
ducted into major health problems in the
region so that strategies can be devel-
oped to respond to them. The members
of this health care community also lobby
the national government for health care
reforms and participate in regional meet-
ings of health stakeholders.

The Social Health Fund brings in medi-
cal expertise to diagnose, treat and edu-
cate the local population about health
concerns related to poor water quality
and promotes the consumption of clean
water through the use of filters and
through advocating for potable water in-
frastructure projects.

This community-led project demon-
strates the difference that individuals can
make when they cooperate to meet their
needs.
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